
Students crowd around a table in Rowan 
Elementary’s LGI. All eyes are on a robot 
driving toward a small block in the middle 
of a board. As the robot approaches the 
block, students hold their breath as a tiny 
arm swings forward to pick it up.
 
What does this have to do with learning? 

Rowan Elementary School has recently 
partnered with GreenE Academy, a local 
consulting company that trains educa-
tors and students on the art of computer 
programming.  This company brings Lego 
WeDo Robotics and Lego EV3 programs to 
students at Rowan in grades 2-4. All students will be exposed to concepts of building and programming 
with Legos and learn how to use motors, sensors to make their robots move, and solve different  
challenges over a twelve-week session. This program enables students the opportunity to gain  
experience with animation, computer programming and robotics and to learn across  many different 
subjects areas such as;  literacy and science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM).
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continued on page 2

December 1 –
 School Board Meeting,  
 Reorganization, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
December 2-16 – 
 Keystone Testing   
December 7 –   
 ECMS 6th Grade Band & Chorus  
 Concert, 7 p.m.;  
 HMS 6th Grade Band/Chorus &  
 Strings Concert, 7 p.m. 
December 8 –  
 SVMS Winter Choral Concert,  
 IHS Aud., 7:30 p.m.
December 9 –  
 IHS Winter Choral Concert,  
 IHS Aud., 7:30 p.m. 
December 10 –  
 SHS Winter Choral Concert,  
 IHS Aud., 7:30 p.m.
December 12 –  
 SAT Test 
December 14 –  
 ECMS 5th Grade Band & Chorus  
 Concert, 7 p.m.; HMS 5th Grade  
 Band/Chorus & Strings Concert,  
 7 p.m.
December 15 –  
 Winter Instrumental Concert  
 (Grades 9-12), IHS Aud., 7:30 p.m.
December 16 –  
 Secondary Strings Winter  
 Concert, IHS Aud., 7:30 p.m.
December 17 –  
 SVAOC Senior Citizen Nutcracker  
 Performance, IHS Aud., 6 p.m.;  
 Winter Jazz Concert, SHS Aud.,  
 7:30 p.m.
December 18 –  
 Senior Holiday Event, SHS Aud.,  
 12:30 p.m. (see page 2 or click  
 here for more details); SVAOC  
 Dance Recital, IHS Aud.,6 p.m.
December 22 –  
 Early Release for Students
December 23-January 1 –  
 District Holiday, No School

December Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net.

November 2015
A National Award-Winning Publication

‘WeDo’ love to learn

The Seneca Valley School District once 
again invites you to take part in an  
opportunity which reminds us all of the 
importance of helping those less fortunate. 
Thousands of children, 2,750 to be more 
exact, throughout Butler County smiled 
more brightly last Christmas morning as 
they found something special under the 
tree thanks to Toys for Tots conducted by 
the Marines.

Boxes have been placed in the senior high, intermediate, middle school, and central office to collect 
toys for those less fortunate. The “Stuff the Bus” campaign began Nov. 2, and will run through Monday, 
Dec. 7.  

The staff and teachers of Seneca Valley ask you to consider donating a new, unwrapped toy to help 
the students and faculty of SVSD stuff a school bus full of toys. Toys will be collected at the senior high 
campus, and on December 7, staff and volunteers will fill the bus as it drives from the secondary campus 
to the Toys for Tots warehouse in Butler.

Please consider helping to make this holiday season a little brighter for others. The Seneca Valley staff 
thank you for any help you may be able to provide, and wish you joyous celebrations.

Stuff the bus! 

Seneca Valley School district wishes you a Happy Thanksgiving!
District Holiday - No School Nov. 25-30.  

School resumes Tuesday, Dec. 1. 

http://www.svsd.net/SrHoliday
http://www.svsd.net/SrHoliday
http://www.svsd.net
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Engineers in the making

Students in Ms. Angela Cardillo’s 
classroom at Rowan Elementary  
recently participated in a mechanical 
engineering challenge where they 
were hard at work asking,  
imagining, planning, creating and 
improving wind sails and  
windmill blades. Students followed 
the Engineering Design Process as 
they learned about working in teams 
to see what materials make the 
best wind catcher. “Learning from 
mistakes and seeing how they can 
improve their plan was a big  
success,” said Ms. Cardillo.

Earlier this month, students programmed their robot to drive fixed distances and pick up a block.  
The programming required students to code the direction, speed and distance the robot traveled.  
It challenged students to ask questions, think outside of the box and combine their prior knowledge  
in math and science to solve the task. 

“It is the coolest program,” stated Ms. Meghan Costanza, Rowan Elementary fourth grade teacher.  
“Students are utilizing skills such as problem-solving, critical thinking and cooperative learning. They 
are able to build and test using math and science and often converting data to solve the task at hand. 
They are so excited when they are successful. “

“It is great that the District has taken the initiative to expose the student at Rowan to programming 
and robotics. To me, the biggest benefit for students is having the opportunity to build their  
problem-solving skills and learning from their failures,” said Mr. Patrick Andrekovich, technology 
facilitator. “Since they are working with a partner, they have to be able to communicate with others 
and work cooperatively to achieve a common goal.  The programming is really secondary to the  
communication and problem solving skills they will need to succeed in life.”

These practices require precise critical thinking, using data to make decisions, analyzing problems, 
and building solutions in teams, and are essential in all forms of problem-solving, not just robotic 
ones.

“There is a lot of teamwork, communication, problem-solving and trial and error involved,” said Maria 
Yamanaka, principal at GreenE Academy, who assisted students during their lesson. 

According to LegoEducation’s website, students are also learning about the robotics technologies 
themselves, which impact all modern industries, from agriculture to healthcare, banking,  
manufacturing, transportation, energy, and security. The pervasiveness of robotics technologies, 
from airplane autopilots, to bank machines, to smartphones, to self-driving cars helps students to 
be “engaged learners” as they believe that the content that they are studying is important or will be 
valuable to them.

“It is fun because you have to build and program it [the robot],” said Julia Burkhiser, a fourth grade 
student at Rowan. “I don’t want the class to be over.”

As the challenges become more complex, students learn to break the large problems down into 
simpler ones, and construct solutions, one step at a time.

“Technological advances are shaping and improving lives. It is our collective responsibility to provide 
opportunities that enable our country’s youth to become the creators of these technological  
advances through exposure and instruction to the universal language of programming, stated  
Ms. Nan Farmar, Rowan Elementary Principal. “As with any language, programming is best mastered 
when taught at a young age. This project creates a vision in which students will become creative 
users of technology.”

‘WeDo’ love to learn
 Continued from page 1
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The 2015-16 Seneca Valley Evening 
Adult Walking Program began Nov. 
2 and will continue through March 
2016. The program runs 4-8 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays, (except 
when school is closed/delayed) at 
Evans City and the Intermediate 
High School (only). To participate 
you MUST be 18 years or older. No 
pets or strollers are permitted in the 
buildings.

Adult Walking Program

18th Annual Senior  
Holiday Event

The Seneca Valley School District is 
in the process of organizing the 18th 
Annual Senior Holiday Event at the 
Senior High School at 12:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 18, 2015. 

This special holiday presentation 
is for senior citizens living in the 
Seneca Valley School District  
Community and features the Seneca 
Valley Jazz Band, String Ensemble 
and Senior High School Madrigal 
Singers. A delicious holiday meal 
will also be served for lunch in the 
cafeteria. 

The event is free, but reservations 
are required. Please call  
(724)-452-6040, ext. 0 by  
Dec. 11, 2015.

Veteran RecognitionVeteran Recognition
Seneca Valley wants to thank our Veterans for  

their service to our country and protecting our freedoms.

Thanks to technology, CVE third graders were still able to present their Veterans Day Appreciation 
Program to residents on Nov. 10 at Passavant Retirement Center. The steady rain kept the student 
(dressed in their red, white and blue) from being able to make their annual trek to PRC. No problem, 
though. They were able to send their words and songs via video camera to the men and women who 
have served and sacrificed for all of us. Great job, CVE (and Ms. Susan Dinger), and thank you to all 
our Veterans!

Approximately 130 students participated in this musical program, which annually honors Veterans.

Veteran’s Day tribute - the show must go on!

Haine Elementary students celebrated  
Veteran’s Day by creating flags to hang in 
their building. These flags were in honor of all 
that have served our country and those that 
are currently serving.

Thank a Veteran

Evans City Elementary and Evans City Middle 
Schools, along with Seneca Valley Central 
Office, collected $300 through a recent denim 
day to help support our military men and 
women.

Supporting our Troops



mailto:smithpm%40svsd.net?subject=Substitute%20Teacher%20Training
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Addison McLane, 
(seen right) a third 
grade student at 
Rowan Elementary 
School, was inspired 
by an article she read 
in a magazine and wanted to make a 
difference.

At the end of October, Miss McLane 
wrote a letter to her school principal 
regarding the idea to have PB & J 
Drive and donate items to a local food 
bank for the holidays.

Miss McLane was put in touch with 
Ms. Amber Hugus, secondary teacher 
and play director to discuss ways to 
establish a collection through art. 

As a result, donations of food or 
toiletry items for Gleanor’s Food Bank 
will be requested in place of the price 
of admission to attend The Grinch 
Who Stole Christmas on Wednesday, 
Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. at Haine Elementary 
School and Thursday, Dec. 17 at  
7 p.m. at Rowan Elementary School.

Items needed for Gleanor’s Food Bank: *
•	 Peanut	butter	&	jelly
•	 Pasta	&	jarred	spaghetti	sauce
•	 Cereal
•	 Canned	tuna	&	canned	chicken
•	 Rice,	hamburger	helper,	etc
•	 Toilet	paper
•	 Toothpaste
•	 Deodorant
•	 Shampoo
•	 Kleenex/tissue

*Gleanor’s Food Bank cannot  
  accept/distribute expired food.

PB & J fundraiser

Haine Schools hosted Jump with Jill, a school-wide assembly, on Oct. 26. 

Jump with Jill is the world’s only rock & roll nutrition show. Touring everywhere from California to 
Germany, Jump with Jill has been featured on Sprout, Nickelodeon, and even the White House lawn. 
Created by Registered Dietitian and musician Jill Jayne, the show uses singable messages to serve 
up science-based nutrition education in an unforgettable way.

Jump with Jill

Lily Wood, a fourth grade student at Haine Elementary is making a difference. Miss Wood presented 
the idea of collecting money for the Round Table Project to peers in her class  and then gave them 
each a letter to take home. She collected a little over $100 to donate to the Round Table Project. Lily 
(pictured center below) and seven other students donated money. She wrote a thank you note to 
each of their families and sent the check to the Lighthouse Foundation in honor of the kids in Room 
111 at Haine Elementary.

One person can make a difference

Evans City Elementary (ECE) honored the past. Students 
in first through fourth grade had two individuals; Mr. Dean 
McMillen and Ms. Rita Schoeffel who attended Evans City 
School in the 1930s/40s, speak on Oct. 30. 

The guests spoke about what it was like when they  
attended school during that time period (there was no  
such thing as a snow delay and they walked home for 
lunch!) and how it is different for students today.

This is part of ECE’s “Honoring Evans City Elementary’s History” where students learn about the past and 
compare it to present-day, as well as discussing what lessons they can learn from history.

Evans City Elementary honors history



Congratulations to Ms. Erin Andrekovich’s fourth grade class for winning the 2015 Rowan Mud Football Tournament Championship! Despite the 
cold and rainy weather, there was a terrific turnout of parents, students, staff and community members at the Cranberry Township Community 
Park on Nov. 10. 

Special thanks to Mr. Mike Manipole, physical education teacher, for organizing the event, and to the SV Cheerleaders, SVTV, Cranberry  
Township Parks and Recreation, CT Police, CT Volunteer Fire Company and CTEMS for attending. Judge Dave Kovach tossed the coin,  
Mr. Josh Andree served as referee, and Ms. Wendy Carson, music teacher, directed students who gathered to sing the National Anthem  
(under the large CTVFC flag). It was a great night of sportsmanship and school-community spirit!

Football fun

Haine Middle School is a registered Litter Free School Zone through Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful.
 
As an active participant, fifth grade gifted Environmental Science students in Mr. John Schmidt’s class collected three bags of trash and three 
bags of recyclables on Nov. 16. The photos below were taken during their clean-up event and were featured on Keep Pennsylvania  
Beautiful’s Facebook page.

Keeping Haine beautiful
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Haine Middle School rocked out to Cello Fury, a cello rock powerhouse featuring three cellists, Simon  
Cummings, Ben Muñoz and Nicole Myers and a drummer, David Throckmorton, on Oct. 30. 

Cello Fury combines the emotive and symphonic sounds of the cello with driving rock beats to create a 
progressive rock sound. In addition to performing, the band focuses on inspiring young musicians and 
giving back to the community. Cello Fury is a part of the Gateway to the Arts educational outreach program, 
performing for thousands of young people each year. 

This assembly helped to support Haine Middle School students’ connection to fine arts education and  
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Mathematics (STEAM).

7

Student at Evans City Middle School 
created a “I Pledge” (to be drug-free) 
video inspired by the “I Am” Wall at the 
intermediate high school. To view the 
video, click here.

‘I Pledge’

Evans City Middle School (ECMS) and and Haine Middle School (HMS) hosted exploratory career 
fairs recently. Presenters included an electrical engineer, air traffic controller, geologist, a paramedic 
and many more. 

Students enjoyed learning about different career opportunities and were able to ask questions to the 
professionals themselves. 

“Career day is a time for our middle school students to explore the different professions of our  
parent and community volunteers,” stated Ms. Marie Palano ECMS Principal.  “We encourage 
our presenters to not only talk about their profession, but also their journey. It’s important that our 
students understand that the path to success could also include overcoming obstacles and learning 
from difficult experiences. We want our students to someday be passionate about their professions. 
Today gives our presenters an opportunity to impact the future our young students.” 

Thank you to all of our presenters who came out to ECMS and HMS, and helping our students  
discover what they want to do when they grow up!

Exploring opportunities

Fifth and sixth grade girls from Evans City Middle School and Haine Middle School science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) Fems group explored properties of science by making various 
types of lip gloss.  The students worked in small groups to collaborate during the experiments and 
discuss outcomes.

Scientific make-up

HMS feels the ‘Cello Fury’

SV teachers are using DonorsChoose.
org, an online charity that makes it 
easy to help fund classroom projects. 
On this site, public school teachers 
are able to post classroom project 
requests, and donors can give any 
amount to the project that most 
inspires them.
 
Ms. Pamela McCarthy has recently 
posted asking for literature circle 
books. Her hope is to raise enough 
money to purchase class sets of four 
highly engaging novels. Each of these 
novels is the first in its series, and she 
hopes that students will become so  
interested in their book choice that 
they will feel compelled to keep  
reading. “Students read more when 
they are interested,” said Ms.  
McCarthy. “And I know that they won’t 
be able to put these books down!”
 
More information on Ms. McCarthy’s 
project can be found here.
 
Disclaimer: The above story is just one 
project that was currently listed on 
DonorsChoose.org. Please continue 
to look for additions over the 2015-16 
school year for SV teacher projects 
on DonorsChoose and other similar 
crowd sourcing sites.

Choose SV!

http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=u9hpmfc4sr
http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/3242340/?active=true
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Chloe Steeb is a sophomore in the 
Seneca Valley Intermediate High School 
and she’s excelling in construction tech, 
welding, and computer-aided design 
and drafting (CADD), earning STEM-
related credits:

“I’ve lived on a 100 acre farm all my 
life with my family and animals. I’ve 
been surrounded by heavy equipment 
and farm machinery as long as I can 
remember. My dad has been a welder 
for 37 years at the same company and 
I’ve always thought it was interesting. 
In eighth grade when we took the tour 
of the shop classes, I walked into the 
metal shop and immediately loved the 
atmosphere. In my freshman year, I 
really got to know the place and I also 
met Mr. Joseph Ehrenberger, industrial 
technology teacher. I decided to take 
both welding and metal fabrication as 
a sophomore. I’ve rode horses for 13 
years now and over the summer I put 
together some welding project ideas 
that involved horse shoes. The project I 
am currently working on is a horseshoe 
table. In the future I plan on making a 
horsehead out of horseshoes and a few 
other projects. Welding is definitely my 
favorite class out of the day and so far 
in my high school career. I would like to 
learn more about the welding industry 
and the jobs that are available in this 
field. After high school, I’m hoping to get 
a job involving welding, possibly with 
a local union. I’ve researched different 
trade schools throughout the area and 
I’m planning on learning more about the 
opportunities available. I look forward 
to getting my Level One Certification 
for Welding before I graduate Seneca 
Valley as well.”

In her DNA

Jacob Geil and Rishin Sharma, high-achieving freshmen from Seneca 
Valley Intermediate High School, were awarded high honors for being 
among the highest-scoring participants in the 2015 International Talent 
Search. This award recognizes excellence in mathematical, verbal and 
spatial abilities by the Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented 
Youth (CTY).

Geil and Sharma have been selected to receive a one-course scholarship at Grove City College in 
recognition of their outstanding performance on the SAT in the 2015 Talent Search. 

As part of the CTY Talent Search, advanced young learners take above-grade level tests that identify 
academic talent and reveal gaps between a child’s academic program and his actual capacity for 
learning. Seventh and eighth graders take the SAT or ACT—the same tests used for college  
admissions. These students, along with second through sixth graders, can also take the School and 
College Ability Test (SCAT), an above-level test, or the Spatial Test Battery (STB), which measures 
spatial ability.

Because of the difficulty of the tests, only about 30 percent of students who participated, including 
Geil and Sharma, earned an invitation to a CTY Awards Ceremony where they are individually  
honored for their academic performance and potential in spring, 2016. 

The Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) is a nonprofit at one of the nation’s  
premier universities. CTY identifies academic talent in the world’s brightest K-12 learners and  
supports their growth with accredited summer, online, and family programs, services, and resources 
designed to meet their needs.

SV students recognized for academic excellence by Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Talented Youth

The Seneca Valley Intermediate High School recently teamed up with the Carnegie Science Center 
Mobile Fab Lab to bring in-depth personal fabrication to students using 3D printers, laser and vinyl 
cutters, a Shop Bot, and more.

The mobile sessions took place Nov. 9-12 and gave students the opportunity to experience the STEM-
based maker movement. From conception to fabrication, students learned how to turn “bits” into “its.”   
According to Jonathan Doctorick, Mobile Fab Lab coordinator, participants come away from their 
learning experience with a better understanding of how to create two-dimensional and three- 
dimensional designs that can be translated into instructions “our equipment can then follow.”

During the visit, students primarily make use of a freeware design software called Inkscape. They are 
also exposed to 3D design software such as Tinkercad and Sketch Up. After students complete their 
designs, they make use of two 40 watt Epilog laser cutters to create their “its” from their “bits.”   
“Seneca Valley is also the first school district to set aside a complete programming day solely for 
teachers,” said Mr. Doctorick. “This will allow staff to be exposed to our mobile maker space,  
learning how to both design and fabricate.” 

CMU Fab Lab

Students in Mr. Jason Shorr and Mr.  
Jason Woolslare’s ar classes and Ms. 
Gail Simpson’s interior design class 
recently enjoyed a field trip to Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Fallingwater. Students toured 
the house and grounds and drew  
inspiration through the architecture and 
design of this popular house.

Design inspiration

Rishin SharmaJacob Geil

To read an article on Chloe from the 
Pittsburgh Tribune Review, please  
click here.

http://triblive.com/neighborhoods/yourcranberry/yourcranberrymore/9334051-74/welding-chloe-steeb#axzz3s2XdhHnP
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The STEM lecturer for the month of  
November was Rob Freyvogel,  
president of Carbinite LSR (Land Speed 
Record). Mr. Freyvogel is also the team 
project manager, lead engineer and 
driver of the streamliner. 

 Carbinite LSR is dedicated to educating 
and inspiring young people to test and 
stretch the limitations of mathematics, 
science and other technical fields; to 
develop fuel-efficient vehicles; and to 
create new power sources that can be 
sustained by alternative fuels.

This is the second lecture this year  
featured as part of the Seneca Valley 
STEM Lecture Series.

Accelerating education

Students in Dr. Alison Schuster’s aviation class visited the Condor Aero Club at the Zelienople  
Municipal Airport on Oct. 21.

Students worked with ten pilots with commercial, military, and recreational experience who  
answered the students’ questions about pursuing careers in aviation. Students were also able to 
preflight the planes and put their instrument knowledge to use. 

One of last year’s aviation students, 2015 graduate Sarah Melton, recently completed her pilot’s 
license with the club in August (for more on Miss Melton, see page 10). 

The aviation course covers specific information about various types of aircraft and their construction; 
aerodynamic principles of flight; FAA rules and regulations governing aircraft, their operation, the 
flight environment, and the pilots that fly them; basic principles of navigation, communications and air 
traffic control; and the economic and social impact of aviation in our modern society. Each student 
is given time to evaluate and practice simulated flight through the use of computer programs in the 
computer lab.

SV aviation classes fly high

The Seneca Valley “Roaring” Raider Marching Band recently participated in the Evans City  
Halloween Parade. After the performance, Mark Wilson, Evans City Rotary Member submitted the 
following sentiment: 

“On behalf of the Rotary Club of Evans City and the residents of Evans City and Forward Township, 
I want to thank you and your staff for once again helping to make our annual Halloween Parade a 
great success.  The Seneca Valley High School Raider Marching Band was the highlight of the event.  
Administering and coordinating an organization the size of the Raider Band is a daunting task but 
you and your staff are a well-oiled machine.  Please inform the members that they displayed maturity 
and excellent manners at all times.  I heard many positive comments from both participants and spectators on the members’ decorum and 
discipline as well as their fine musicality.  Again, I congratulate you, your staff, and your parent boosters for a job well done!  The Band is an 
excellent example of the quality and extent of the educational experience available within the Seneca Valley schools.  As a retired educator,  
I personally commend you and your colleagues for your efforts on behalf of our young people.”

Kind words

This gif was 
created by Lucy 
Geronime, a 
junior in Jason 
Woolslare’s  
senior high 
school art class. 
Lucy took photographs daily to 
capture the progress of her drawing 
which is currently on display at  
Slippery Rock University’s Regional 
High School Art Exhibition.  
Impressive!

The Penn State Trombone Choir 
stopped at Seneca Valley Senior 
High School the morning of Nov. 10 
to perform a concert for secondary 
instrumental students. The group, 
which included SV Graduates Brad 
Snyder (’12) and Natalie Byers (’14), 
performed the same music during a 
recital held at Duquesne University 
later in the evening.

Symphony Preview
21st century art

http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=u7raxezwyt
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We want to hear from you
Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. Be sure 
to let us know if you would like to be featured in our Raider Pride e-newsletter. To 
keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional life,  
a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way and a photo to:  
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

Q: How do you obtain a pilot’s license?
A: The minimum hour requirement is 40 hours 
of flight time, the average is 75. I took mine at 60 
hours, after also having passed a written exam in 
June. I took Dr. Alison Schuster’s Aviation class in 
the fall of 2014, and flew about once a month from 
September to March. When March hit and I saw 
I barely had 10 hours, I realized that I needed to 
start flying a lot more if I wanted to have my  
license before I left for college at the end of 
August.

Q: How did Dr. Schuster and her class inspire you 
to get your pilot’s license? 
A: Dr. Schuster was a phenomenal teacher, and 
her class was my favorite part of the day (yes, it’s 
possible for first period to be the best part of the 
day). I had planned on getting my pilot’s license 
eventually, but never thought it was something I 
would do before college. Dr. Schuster informed 
me that now was actually the best time to get into 
flying, with so many opportunities for students. 
Once she took us on that first field trip to the 
airport, I was hooked.

Q: Do you have plans for a career in aviation? 
Where are you currently enrolled in school? What 
are your plans for the future?
A: I’m a freshman at American University, and I am 
currently enrolled in Air Force ROTC. My goal is to 
become a fighter pilot for the U.S. Air Force. That 
being said, my school doesn’t offer an aviation 
program, so I am studying International Studies. 
Something I didn’t realize until I was away from 
the airport for more than a day, was how much 
flying gets into your blood. That being said, I found 
a job at the College Park Airport in Maryland (not 
flying, but working behind the desk, cutting the 
grass, and refueling) so it is definitely possible to 
stay involved in the world of Aviation even though 
I had to go a little outside the box.

Sarah Melton (mentioned in the story ‘SV aviation 
classes fly high,’ graduated from Seneca Valley in 
January of 2015 (a semester early) and received 
her pilot’s license on Aug. 7. We asked her to tell 
us more about that and what she is doing today.

AlumniAlumniCornerCorner

Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your 
profession?
A: I work at the Seneca Valley Senior High School.  While I’m 
in my first year as a Gifted Support teacher, I’ve been a Physics 
teacher, Geometry teacher, science department chair, Seneca 
Valley Foundation trustee, Ski Club advisor, Ecology Club advisor, 
and union leader.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: My family moved to Cranberry Twp. from Syracuse, New York in 1992.  Back then, the 
only two stoplights on Freedom Road were at Haine School Road and Rt. 19!  My sisters 
graduated in 1998 and 1996.  My father was a truck driver and my mother worked for US 
Airways.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally 
and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley has been the single strongest influence on the person I am today.   
Personally, I came to this district a trouble maker, just ask anyone who lived in Blue Ridge 
Estates in the 1990’s!  That started to change when my 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Donna 
Hupe at Haine School went the extra mile to set me on the right path.  She managed to do 
it with encouragement and without stifling my potential.  She set me on a path that  
focused on personal growth.  Mrs. Hune was the 7th grade theater teacher who helped 
me overcome my fear of public speaking by getting me involved at Comtra Theatre.  My 
9th grade history teacher, Mr. Wagner, grew my interests in politics, current events, and 
involvement in the public sphere. My 11th grade Physics teacher, Mr. Uhrinek, showed  
me how science was a special way of “knowing” about perception, reality, and truth.   
My Latin teacher, Ms. Ruzga, instilled in me a sense of stewardship for the environment 
that still guides my choices today.  Heck, I even met my wife in SHS RM-303 during Mrs. 
Pettibon’s 2nd period Calculus class!

I could make a similar list of people that have influence me professionally here at Seneca, 
but you’d have to dedicate three pages to all of the “thank you’s” I owe.  Simply put,  
Seneca Valley is a district filled with individuals who give their all to each other and to 
their students.  I love my job, and I know it has everything to do with the people I work 
with and the people I work for.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: I can’t answer that.  There are too many people have played such large roles in making 
me who I am today; I can’t pick just one!

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: This one’s easy.  Hands down, the first time I looked back in Calculus class and saw the 
young woman that would become my wife.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?  
A: Thank you!

Mr. Dean Walker, a 2000 Seneca Valley graduate, is just one of many Seneca Valley 
graduates who work as a teacher at Seneca Valley.  We asked him to catch us up on 
what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life and career. 

AlumniAlumniQ & AQ & A
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“Stay in the Moment” Heather Lewis, Athletic Director
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At the start of each school year I spend a few minutes with our teams to offer some reminders and words of wisdom.  Typically, the words center around a 
theme and for 2015-16 my message to the student-athletes focused on staying present, to “stay in the moment.”  I encouraged each of them to not let their 
emotions get too high with success or too low when faced with defeat; whether it was scoring a game winning goal or missing a serve into the net I  
challenged them to stay balanced emotionally, to stay present.  

This past month I’ve been blessed to witness many of our teams in post-season and share in their celebrations and reassure in times of agonizing defeat. 
Keeping with our theme, I share with the community some moments from what can only be described as a memorable, record-breaking fall season.

Moment #1 – “The Thrill of Victory and the Agony of Defeat”
In the words of Jim McKay, one of the original commentators on ABC’s Wide World of Sports, Raider 
boys’ soccer experienced the “thrill of victory and the agony of defeat” in a five-day span of  
November 17 – 21, 2015.  The Raiders opened up the PIAA bracket with a decisive 5-1 defeat of State 
College and revenged their WPIAL semifinal loss to Canon-Mac with a 1-0 defeat of the Big Macs  
in the state quarterfinals.  These opening two victories set the stage for a magical five days.   
Traveling to Chambersburg HS on November 17th for a state semifinal contest against Springfield 
(Delco), the Raiders calmly and confidently thwarted every scoring chance of the favored Cougars 
and, with a defining moment of his fabulous career, Griffin Mathew’s overtime goal seven minutes 
into extra time catapulted the Raiders to Hershey and a first-ever appearance in the state champion-
ship game.  The ensuring pandemonium of players and coaches chasing one another around Chambersburg’s stadium quite obviously epitomizes the “thrill 
of victory.”  Fast forward to Saturday night, November 21, 2015 – the Raiders would face the state’s top-ranked AAA team in Central Bucks East, owners of a 
25-0 record entering the contest.  Trailing 2-0 early in the first half, Seneca Valley answered the call in the second half and peppered the Patriots’ defense with 
quality shots, only to be denied each time.  And while the final score of 2-0 in favor of C.B. East certainly shows us all the “agony of defeat”, it didn’t take long 
for our Raiders to recognize what they had just accomplished. Not only did they make their first trip to the state tournament, they did so in an incredible  
manner with a first-ever appearance in the state finals. The agony of defeat will be short-lived as the thrill of 18 victories on a season capped with a  
memorable weekend in Hershey will last a lifetime.

Moment #2 – “Grit” 
The past month began at Coopers Lake for WPIAL cross country championships and our girls team headed into 
the day as the prohibitive favorite to repeat as WPIAL champions.  From the start of the fall season the target was 
placed squarely on the backs of Seneca Valley – every girls team wanted what SV had – the WPIAL championship 
trophy. True to their personalities and fiercely competitive natures, these young women handled the pressure and 
expectation with a stunningly calm, focused demeanor of a champion.  They never wavered from their belief in one 
another and trusted, fully, the preparation set before them by their coaches – Steve Strelick, Ann Cheman and  
Justin Dosch.  And this leads me to Moment #2 – Grit:  I stood about 300 yards from the finish line at Coopers Lake and here they came – Seneca Valley en 
masse.  First up was Rachel Hensler, finishing second overall, followed very quickly by Mariah Mack (11th), Isabelle Biase (13th), Julia Kooser (16th), and 
Emma Lizewski (24th.)  The Raiders had just placed their five scoring runners in the top 24 of the meet leading to a decisive second consecutive WPIAL 
championship.  What struck me more than the dominance of our team’s performance, which included Megan Aaron (39th) and Lauren Sauer (42nd), was the 
personal grit of each athlete.  I vividly recall the look of unbending determination on the face of Julia Kooser to reach the finish line without giving up a place; 
I could tell the course was trying to get the best of Julia but the tenacity of her performance and the commitment to her teammates was simply too much to 
break.  To this day, that image of personal will power remains at the forefront of exceptional moments this fall.

continued on page 12

Clarion University junior defensive tackle Matt Koerper, a 2012 Seneca Valley graduate, was named to College Sports Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA) First Team Academic All-District 1 selection in football by a vote of the District 1 Sports Information Directors.

Koerper will now advance to the national ballot where later this month First, Second and Third Team Academic All-Americans will be announced.

Koerper has had an outstanding season on the Golden Eagle defensive line. He has posted 37 tackles, 11 tfl’s for -43, 7 qb sacks for -37, 2 fumbles  
recovered and 1 caused. His top game this year was a 4 sack and 6 tackle performance at Gannon, while also posting 2 tfl’s against Cal and Seton Hill.

In his career Koerper has played in 30 games, made 86 tackles, 19 tfl’s, 9 sacks, 2 fumble recoveries, 1 caused and 1 break-up.

Matt is the son of Mike and Carol Koerper, is an Accounting major at clarion and is carrying a cumulative GPA of 3.75.

-From Clarion University reports

Academic All-American

AthleticAlumni



Carnegie Mellon University junior Andreas Fatschel (Seven Fields, Pa./Seneca Valley) has been named to the 2015 
Academic All  America Division III Men’s Soccer team by the College Sports Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA). Fatschel becomes the 17th Carnegie Mellon men’s soccer player to receive the honor. Fatschel is a 
two  year starter at defensive back for the Tartans and served as a captain for this year’s team that finished with 
an 11 4 3 record and a trip to the 2015 NCAA Division III Championship Tournament. He was part of a back line 
that helped contribute to seven team shutouts. Last season, Fatschel was honored on the All University Athletic 
Association (UAA) Honorable Mention team. Fatshcel is a mechanical and biomedical engineering major with a 
3.95 GPA. He has been a research assistant at the University of Pittsburgh, Johns Hopkins University and Carnegie 
Mellon. He also serves as an academic counselor and participated in the emerging leaders program. A member of the mechanical engineering honor 
society, Fatschel volunteers with Team IMPACT and his church by collecting clothing for the needy.

Fatschel Named CoSIDA Academic All  American

AthleticAlumni

12

Moment #3 – “Sheer Joy” 
At the same meet, there was a collection of young men flying under the radar of everyone not wearing Columbia Blue and Black.  With three team spots 
on the line for PIAA qualification, the dialogue centered on who would represent the WPIAL in Hershey the following week.  The usual’s were discussed 
– North Allegheny, Central Catholic, Mount Lebanon – but it seems the field forgot about Seneca Valley.  That is until a contingent of Columbia Blue and 
Black came sprinting towards the finish line as a pack.  On the heels of Michael Kolor’s 6th place finish came a pack of Raiders in Trey Razanauskas 

(14th), Grant McCarthy (17th), Seth Ketler (18th) and Clay Taylor (25th). Seneca Valley placed their five scoring 
runners in the top 25 and stunned the WPIAL field with a resounding second place finish.  Freshman Sam Owori 
(36th) and senior Justin Gaydos (46th) rounded out the SV contingent, placing all runners in the top 50.  Joining 
the girls team in a trip to Hershey was an ecstatic group of young men who took Coopers Lake by storm and 
surprised everyone not wearing Columbia Blue and Black!  As the medal ceremony came to a close, I was 
reminded of the beauty sport can produce.  To see the smiles and sheer joy on the faces of these young men 
was a result of countless hours of hard work put in, starting with the early morning hours in June.  You can see 
for yourself the elation of sport as senior Grant McCarthy ecstatically holds the WPIAL runner-up trophy on the 
medal stand with his teammates.
 

Moment #4 – “Wow” 
It was no wonder I woke up on the morning of Sunday, November 8, 2015 asking myself, “Where am I going today?”  What had transpired the previous 
six days was nothing short of undeniable pride for Raider athletics.  It all started on Nov. 2 when both our boys’ and girls’ soccer teams were competing 
in the semifinal rounds of the WPIAL championships.  On a difficult night, Coach Sylvester’s girls’ program fell to eventual WPIAL champion Norwin 2-0.  
For the first time in four years Seneca Valley would not make the trip to Highmark Stadium.  When we talk of sustained excellence, one can look at our 
Raider girls’ soccer team and this remarkable class of seniors who competed in three straight WPIAL championships, winning back to back titles in 2013 
and 2014.  On the same evening, the WPIAL’s boys’ soccer #1 seed - Seneca Valley - fell 1-0 to Canon-Mac in the upset of the championships.  Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 was a trip to Fox Chapel HS for girls’ volleyball and their second round match against Norwin.  Off to a quick 2-0 lead, Norwin got the best of our 
Raiders’ program before Coach Martini refocused the team and SV made quick work in game four to take home a 3-1 victory and trip to a second  
consecutive appearance in the WPIAL semifinals.  With tough losses on Monday night, both girls’ and boys’ soccer had a quick turnaround to play for 
the WPIAL’s third seed into the PIAA state championships on Nov. 4.  And, true to their talent and resolve, each team walked off the Mars stadium field 
victorious and were on their way to the state championships – a fourth consecutive appearance for the girls’ program and a first-ever trip for Head 
Coach George Williams and his boys’ squad.  Thursday Nov. 5 found girls’ volleyball facing a tough NA squad in WPIAL semifinals at North Hills.  A  
difficult 3-0 loss on the night but the Raiders would have a chance at the state bracket later in the week.  It was Friday night Football on Nov. 6 with  
Seneca Valley’s return to the WPIAL championships where the Raiders would play host McKeesport.  And while the squad fell short of advancing, it 
was a successful season under first-year Head Coach Dave Vestal and the future is promising for Raider Football.  Wrapping up the week on Saturday, 
Nov. 7, girls’ and boys’ cross country competed in the PIAA state meet in Hershey and girls’ volleyball challenged Upper St. Clair for a berth into the 
state bracket.  It was an outstanding performance for both our girls’ (3rd) and boys’ (11th) cross country teams and a challenging afternoon for volleyball 
who fell to USC 3-1, bringing to a close another great season.  So if you’re counting, in one six-day span that was 10 Raider teams in post-season play.  
What a week we had! And I give a shout out to the Athletics staff of Dan Follett, Marcie Peaco and Jeanine Poleti along with athletic trainers Tara Bayer 
and Erica Gadelmeyer and principals Mark Korcinsky and Jeff Roberts who all found a way to make this week work.

Moment #5 – “Gratitude” 
On Sunday morning, Nov. 22 the four-hour drive home from Hershey gave me the solitude to reflect back on the past few months.   
I came to the conclusion of how blessed I am to work with so many talented coaches and student-athletes in a District that believes in 
and strives for excellence.  Not only has this fall season been one of our most successful ever, we were also a destination for so many 
neutral site contests in WPIAL championships.  Without the help of so many, we wouldn’t be in the position to showcase our District 
to the visitors who arrived on campus to support their respective teams.  I thank everyone who pitched in for game management help; 
I thank Bob Cook, Director of Buildings, Grounds & Security, and his entire crew for their tireless efforts throughout this past month.  
I’m grateful to the students and community who travelled many miles to support our Raider teams and a special “thank you” to Mr. George Trew and  
Ms. Tammy Gill for chaperoning our student fan bus to Hershey.  The collective efforts of everyone is what makes Seneca Valley so special.   
#Raider Pride!

Athletics 
continued
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Preparing meals was just one of the 
things that Seneca Valley food service 
employees, along with other local 
attendees, did when Seneca Valley 
School District’s (SVSD) Food Service 
Department hosted a culinary training 
session in the intermediate high school 
cafeteria on Nov. 11.
 
Chef Bill Scepansky, CEO of Smart  
Partner Solutions and a consultant 
for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education (PDE), Division of Food and 
Nutrition, provided a hands-on culinary 
training that included knife skills,  
methodology behind making salads  
and blending dressings, vegetable  
cookery, dried beans/legumes and 
grains preparation, seasonings,  
flavorings and their uses as well as  
food production planning.

This training is in alignment with the 
Chefs Move to Schools program which 
seeks to utilize the creativity and  
culinary expertise of chefs to help 
schools ensure that America’s youngest 
generation grows up healthy. 

Chef Scepansky is a graduate of the  
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde 
Park, New York, and has vast experience 
working with schools and encouraging 
school food service staff and students to 
embrace new and healthier foods.  
He has partnered with PDE on various 
trainings and was instrumental in piloting 
the Chefs Move to Schools program.

SVSD Food Service 
department cooks up  
a great training At the Seneca Valley School Board meeting on Nov. 2, Randy Hart 

(pictured here in the middle), former SV school board member and 
alumni, donated $2,000 ($1,000 each) to the classrooms of  
Ms. Rebecca Finch, senior high school honors molecular biology 
and human anatomy teacher, and Mr. Mickey Flood, SV Middle 
School health teacher. In fact, Mr. Hart and his family pledge 
to donate this same amount to Flood and Finch annually for the 
remainder of their teaching careers to cover activity costs in their 
classrooms. “This District has served me and my family well,”  
Mr. Hart said. “I hope this inspires others to do the same.” 

 “I am so proud to have received this incredibly generous grant from Randy Hart because he truly 
understands the value of a great public education,” stated Ms. Finch.  “This award will allow me to 
enhance science education in the high school by developing and equipping new science electives, 
supporting field trips and purchasing biotechnology equipment for my molecular classes.  With this 
grant, I too can pay it forward by exciting hundreds of students in the science field! Thank you Hart 
Family!”

“I am very humbled for being chosen by Mr. Hart to receive his generous gift,” said Mr. Flood. “Words 
can’t express my gratitude to his family for believing in education and in me to work with the students 
in many different facets.  I have been coaching multiple sports for over 20 years, in addition to running 
the SVMS ski club, and Outdoor Adventure Club along with Mr. Durst. I have been involved with  
running the all middle school talent show, as well as, Guitar Day which is a middle school favorite.  
This is where I get to see kids who have talents outside of the sports realm.  I enjoy seeing students 
who are shy and keep to themselves, get up on stage in front of the faculty and their peers and just 
sing, act, or play an instrument that captures the crowd.  It is amazing! You see them bursting with 
pride and confidence.  It is because of this, that I am using the money this year toward equipment  
for these events.  We have purchased microphones, stands, amps, cords, etc….   The lifelong  
experiences these students will get from participating in such events is priceless.”

Paying it forward

Evans City Learning Support teachers Ms. Erin Dusenberry and Ms. Amy Brush, Evans City  
paraprofessional Ms. Nicole Eaton, and former ECMS 5th grade teacher/now SVIHS physical  
education teacher Ms. Clare Thomas, presented to Dr. Matthew Vogel’s undergraduates at Point Park 
University at the end of October. 

The presentation was called ‘A Day In The Life Of’, which focused on the experience of four veteran 
SVSD employees, the daily happenings of the profession, as well as strategies and tips to be  
successful in the special education field.  The presentation was well received and showcased our 
SVSD Special Education program.

A day in the life…

Elementary teachers, Ms. Angela Cardillo, Ms. Jordan DiBucci 
and Ms. Kathryn Kummer, attended Achieving Student  
Success through Excellence in Teaching (ASSET) professional 
development training at the beginning of the month. 

There, they learned about new EiE (Engineering is Elementary) 
kits on windmills and mechanical engineering. During the  
training, they were asked to create the tallest free standing 
tower using 100 index cards and 12 inches of tape that could hold a stuffed animal.

Teachers are the greatest ASSETs
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The constantly evolving world of social media can be difficult for parents to keep up with in this day 
and age. Thanks to the links below, you now have resources to learn more:

Survey reveals surprising facts about kids’ online connections- CBS News

#Being13: Inside the secret world of teens - CNN
 
Why some 13-year-olds check social media 100 times a day -CNN
 
The acronyms teens really use on social media -CNN
 
Teens and Social Media –Huffington Post

Social Media Review

Stantec presents final SV Feasibility Study Report
Stantec Architecture and Engineering LLC presented their six-
month feasibility study report to the board earlier this month, 
providing a wealth of options for the District’s nine buildings.

The study, which included facility assessment, demographic 
information and enrollment projections, as well as parent, student, 
staff and community input, will now serve as a tool to help  
determine strategic short and long-range goals for the District.

Stantec broke down the process in five phases: definition of goals,  
collection of data, analysis of findings, development of options and testing of concepts. As a result, 
what they presented included a number of options for each school that would address those issues. 
According to Stantec, each option was fleshed out to look at its impact on each of the existing  
facilities, overall District enrollment and personnel needs, cost and implementation schedule.

To view the options and related costs presented at the Seneca Valley School Board Meeting on  
November 9, visit www.svsd.net/FeasibilityStudy and click on Final Feasibility Study Presentation 
under Board Presentations. The administration and School Board will begin deliberating on these 
options in early 2016.

Have you heard?

Administrators met regularly with Stantec 
as part of the SV Feasibility Study process.

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
http://svarrowhead.svsd.net
http://senecascout.svsd.net
https://apm.activecommunities.com/cranberrytownship/home
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/common-sense-media-report-reveals-new-facts-about-kids-use-of-technology-social-media/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/05/health/being-13-teens-social-media-study/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/05/health/being-13-teens-social-media-study/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/02/health/acronyms-teens-social-media-being13/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/teens-social-media/
http://www.svsd.net/FeasibilityStudy

